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IN SEARCH OF REFORM

Consultation Will Last Three
London

Late

EPAilFOKD Conn March
tHrl conference of men who have
baeh In the Socialistic and
StxjJulDamocrutie movement began to
day at Brick House the mansion of
Anson Phelps Stokes at Collanders
Point Darien Conn

Invitations fo rthe conference were
sffT by Robert Hunter who Is a

of Anson Phelps Stokes and
been styled a millionaire Socialist

and by James Graham Phclue Stokes
who was the municipal ownership can
didate for president of the board of
mermen at the last city election In
New York

Although there were present today a
number of men foremost in the Soolal
isljo movement all over the country
J G JPlfelpe Stokes denied tonight
that tie principal object of the

was the promotion of Socialism
Prominent Guests

Aprons the guests were George Fred
Williams of Massachusetts Arthur
Brisbane of the New York American
Brnest Brisbane Walker
and David Graham Phillips of New
York Senator Ford of Brooklyn
municipal ownership candidate for
contpiroliar in the recent New York
election ftnd E J Rldgeway publisher-
of Everybodys Magazine

The Radical Socialistic element was
represented by Victor Berger leader
of tin Socialistic movement in Mil
waukee Maurice Hill Quit a Social-
istic leader of New York H G WIt
fcHirtj publisher of Wilsbires Magazine
John SparloW Butler author of The
Sry of the ChilSjpen Leonard B Al-
beit of and Alfred
I Bolton of Brooklyn a recent popu

CAndidate for groveraor
Patterson Expected

Jes ph M Patterson the rich young
Chicago Socialist who resigned yester-
day as commissioner of public works
did not attend the conference today
Ha was expected tonight however

Others who received invitations
had not arrived up to 6 oclock to-

night were Jack London the author
leftward Markham Eugene DEbs and
Toro Watson

All told there were shoot thirty in
attendance

Stokes Statement
Mr Stokes gave out this statement

tonight
The object of the conference is

merely 60 get together men who have
been acoempltehing something long
lines f political reform throughout the

soil to obtain an Interchi ge
their views with idea of seeing

hew best wo can profit from theirxp-
erTenea Further than that I must
decline to discuss the meeting-

I can say however that the prin-
cipal object is not ma has been inti-
mated to prompts Socialism but rather
to have a discussion of social political
questions by men who have been

In political battles particularly
in the post year Socialism among
other things is being discussed but a
socialistic organization is by no means
the object of the coherence

Mr Stokes said the meeting was
merely a repetition of a similar one a
year ago on H larger wale and
invitations were sent out by Air Hunter
and himself

Father Calls Sons
Socialism FanaticismN-

EW YORK March Me
dill Patterson the young Chicago mil

who resigned as commissioner
rt public works of Chicago so that he

might aid the socialist propaganda
awoke In the Holland House today to
find that In the same hotel was his
father who declares that the sons
new political ideas are the wildest
ftinatlolsm

The elder Mr Patterson who Is the
editor of a conservative independent
Republican newspaper in Chicago told
the reporters that his newspaper
would never advocate young Patterson
for mayor or any other office upon a
Socialist ticket In Chicago He also re-
ferred to his sons political views as
a fond and indulgent father usually
floes tx the youthful and harmless
follies of an otherwise beloved son

When he was what he thought
oJ hfa sons notions on socialism the
millionaire said

Was in Legislature-
My son Is of age and bus served

one torm in the Illinois Legislature-
and a part of a term as city commis-
sioner in Chicago and he Is competent
to do his own thinking W6 are on the
best of terms He has Just spent a
week with mo and his mother in our
home In Washington

I am a firm believer In the doctrine-
of letting everybody think as he pleaser

even my own son If sons did not
occasionally differ from their fathers
thon we would still be living back In the
dim light of Abraham There would be
no progress if some did not differ from
their fathers

Of course all differences are not no
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WEATHERMAN

Work of Rescue at Meridian Goes Bravely-

On While Offers For Assistance Not

Needed Pour In

STORM SWEPT CENTER
l1EETING EMERGENCY

NEW ORLEANS La March
many of the furious tornadoes of the
past which have torn cities to the
ground and sent men women and child
ren to early graves one which
spread death and destruction over

nod vicinity came

Not the least did the atmos-
pheric conditions give a few minutes be
forohnnd of the great storm that was
to follow the clearing of the sky after-
it had rained all day The storm did
its work in five minutes

From figures indicated by systematic
canvass it is hoped that the death list
will be lowered although nothing de-
finite at this time can be advanced as
to the aggregate

Under Martial Law
The district swept over by the cyclone

has been placed under martial law and
national guardsmen are aiding the police-
in keeping back the crowds that are
anxious to aid the searchers who are
carefully going over the debris to ascer-
tain absolutely that nand are under the
ruins

Governor Vardaman arrived shortly
after 4 oclock on a special train bear-
ing fo ty convicts The convicts and
laborers are to remain under command
of General Fridge to assist in clearing
away

Before the city proper Friday
night the tornado struck and
ed

demolis-
hed plant or the Cotton State Lum

ber Company at Meehan junction and
caused damage there amounting to
51MOOO The mammoth plant was shat-
tered to splinters and fire which fol
lowed aided the work of destruction
wiping out all of the outbuildings

Then Came Meridian
The mighty storm bore down on the

city with a fury that knew no bounds
even after it had wrecked buildings and
hurled roofs down on the beads of hu
man beings

First the storm struck the immense
factory structure of the Meridian Fer
tilizer Company and there is where for-
tune favored many in the employ of
that concern Twenty minutes prlnr fifty
men were at work in that building and
had the storm come twenty minutes
earlier those rtffy men would undoubt
edly have been crushed to death along
with the seven colored men who were
at work there when the wind tore the
building to pieces

From here the storm proceeded east
ward and the next obstacle which it en
countered In its path was the electric
light plant which It damaged to such
an extent that it was some time before
the power could be regulated

Business Section Swept
The principal business street of

is today a vacant strip of territory
many blocks of debris Only one build-
ing the Armour Companys plant
was left standing

Suddenly when all In the city was
quiet save the roaring of the wind and
the cries of the stricken human beings
there pealed out bells and whistles
FirM broke out in half a dozen sec
tions of the city about the same time
The militia was called into service and
all hands that were not Injured or busy
caring for the wounded and the dead
wore called Into service to check the
flames which threatened to devour that
hart of Meridian which had not been
ruined by the hurricane The fire was
checked after a hard flcht

Searching the Ruits
The search of the ruins which is now

going on may result in many bodies be-

ing found of persons who lost their Hvaa
In which were demolished
without warning

Up to this evening there was a veri-
fied death list of eighteen whites and a
number of colored people Reports from
the outlying districts are coming in very

The pathway of the storm was two
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hundred yards wide and mere than thref
miles in length sad the lace of
life was in the houses adjacent to th
cotton mills in the east end of the city

as some hundred hasoa were

Relief Money Pours In
Relief has been most prompt At

maas meeting this noon 8000 was sub-
scribed for immediate relief work and
subscriptions are pouring in from all ot
the cities and towns in Tennessee

and Louisiana while the State
Legislature has appropriated some S 09

which has been made immediately avail-
able

All tess e of citlaena from convicts
lent by th State to the richest and
most prominent of Meridian residents
are working side by side searching the
ruined structures for bodies that may-
be buried there Hunter George presi-
dent of the local board of trade IB

chairman of the relief committee while
John I oiM van secretary of tha board of
trade te acting as secretary of the
work

Following is the list of dead and
as completed to date

William Nelson former chief of po-

lice killed In Thorntons stable-
T P Parry aii killed la

Thorntons dt W
Claude Wlllhuns employe of Meyer

ville Hardware Company killed m
building

Mrs Ella Singleton killed In collapse-
of residence at East End

Maxie Slaughter granddaughter of
Mrs Singleton killed at same place

James Stewart killed In collapse of
residence at Eighth street Georgetown

Clarence Stewart fourteen killed with
father

John Smith engineer Southern
killed in Elmira restaurant

Mrs B Smith killed in collapse of
residence Georgetown

Burned to Death
Mrs Clarke knocked down by flying

debris and burned to death at residence
In Georgetown

Infant child of William Wright col-
ored killed in collapse of residence near
house

Pat McGlnney and Cliff Edwards
killed at Hullats undertaking

Ben Potts Tom Shered Ed Brown
and John Ramsey all colored

Six unidentified whites
The Injured are Mrs Albert Slaugh

ter Georgetown may not live Ella Bell
Slaughter seriously burned Mrs James
Stewart Florence Stewart P P Hend
erson Mrs Henderson George Hender
son Johnnie Bertain Joseph N Cope

land back broken thirteen will die
John Whaley eighteen years old log
broken Effle Dunn seventeen years old
severely injured Mrs Wilkerson H
Keller nineteen years old leg broken
Sarah Wright colored bruised and
crushed James Wright colored boy
will die

Injured While Eating
Miss Jones stenographer for Meyer

Neville badly injured by flying timber
while eating sLipper at Elmira restaur
ant J Adams Mobile railroad employe
struck by flying timbers near Elmira
restaurant W V Woodruff of
Meyer Neville Company crushed under
debris will lose three toes on right
foot

The following wore injured at the
Crescent City freight depot H W
Green president shoulder broken B
H Brown check clerk leg broken
Watchman Hnrdt head hurt W

head bruised and Oliver Macon
negro porters arm broken

Governor Vardaman has Issued the
following appeal-

I find on arrival that the very
destructive cyclone which struck the
city of Meridian yesterday has left a
great many poor people in a pitiful and
destitute condition Their homes were
wrecked household goods destroyed and
In a word the accumulations of a life-

time have been swept away They must
be cared for and their wants supplied
and it la too much to ask the good peo-

ple of Meridian to bear the burden
alone To that end I call upon all good
people Mississippi to contribute san
erously to this worthy

Let the coninbuilonsbe st rir to Col
H M Street of tli relief
committee MerMUn Miss I trust that
you will act promptly In the matter

JAMES K
Governor
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Suiisliiiie Shade Heat
Cold in a Week

TODAY CLEAR AND COLDER

Weather Man Promises Sonic

and Lightning
Came Last Night

Determined to box the compaas of
meteorological in
course of week weather last
night added a rain and thunderstorm
accompanied by vivid nUsfceg of light
ning to its synd y exhibition of ex-
citement and variety

Out at the Weather Bureau they
the weeks phenomena with the

statement that the weather is trying-
to had itself The winter la ever prac-
tically and spring ia here to all
practical purposes

All in a Week
The past week produced sunshine

and shade ow sad high winds
and perfect calms ante spring
fn tapta succession and without ap
parent reason or explanation The only
stable feature of the performance was

variety Washington never had
more of that commodity In so littletime in all the course ot fts carter

Take ton matter of temperature
of example v tranged from iShich the-

n wt ry registered on Wednesday to
10 degrees which was its crowning ac
complisliment at 8 oclock night
In sevaa days it rang alt the changes
between these two extremes

One day fur overcoats were demanded
and the next day tired toller looked
around to see what he could do with
his vest

Display of Lightning-
Last night there was much rain and-

a sufficient display of lightning to the
northwest of the city o frighten the
timid into efforts to connect the per
formanco with the tornado that carried
death and destruction to Meridian and
Its vicinity

The downpour of rain however was
heavy amounting to about sixtenths-
of an inch in little more than an hour

Today It will be clear and colder not
too much colder it is promised but
just sufficiently so to make things
pleasant and briijg a tingle to the
blood In other words we to have
spring not midsummer

Senator From Maryland Has Been Con
fined to His Home a Month

Denied to Callers

The condition of Senator Gorman of
Maryland who has been confined to
his home for a month without

Is giving much concern to his
friends He has not been well from the
beginning of the session and the win
ter weather has been very hard on him

Yesterday friends who sent word to
his home asking if they
were informed that the physicians hadgiven Instructions that nobody must bepermitted to call for several days tocome

HAS DEFEATED GARBEB

Taggart Tells Him He Has Won Out
for Place on Democratic Na

tional Committee

CLEVELAND Ohio March 3 Mayor
Tom L Johnson announced today that
he had boon elected as member
of the Democratic national committee-
to succeed John R McLoan of Cincin-
nati

Fortyfive of the members of the com-
mittee mailed or wired their votes to
Chairman Tom Taggtort who informed
the mayor at a rodent conference at
Xenia that ho had received thfejavthreo
votes twelve for ir Stir
voy L Garber and Governor Pattfson

i
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Rejects Proposition That He Shall Save
Domingan Treaty by Making

on Railroad Rate Bill

PRESIDENT REFUSES
TO RECEDE AN INCH

Conces-

sions

fc reeWe t according to state-
ment for which there ta Most ex-
cellent authority could get votes enough
to ratify til Santo Domingo treaty It
He wouki wining to do a Mttle trad
ing on MB rate Mil

Gentlemen in nigh places and poe
of a measure of foftoevee that

tarn to often been demonstrated that
U could hardly be questioned have con-

veyed to the Bsweuttrs aawwance
that if he ta to dicker a
they can snow something greatly to
the advantage of his pet pact with toe
Domingan government

In fact they have Informed the Presi-
dent that they know where there are
enough Democratic votes
be under proper conAtiowa to

with bUcan wm-
berahto the necessary twothird vote
to ratify the treaty

Court Review Provision
ItkMt fe that

HaH Mhfmt to certain
an ndinento the
Just trtwt three ar to not
disclosed It is they
relate largely to th court review pro-

vision
The Moody amendment for this pur-

pose is not satisfactory to the Sena
torial conservatives They will like

Day of Rioting Among Teamsters Be

gan With Attempt to Stab Enemy-

of Shea While He Slept

CHICAGO March J Today was day
of riots and other flistarhaneee ta

streets among the striking sanitary
and excavating teamatersthat te

among the Shea and antiShea forces of
the teamsters union

The first trouble came when men
attempted to murder Frank Murphy a
brother of one of the chief foes of Cor
nelta P Shoe president C Inter-
national of Teamsters
Murphy was assailed in his own home
by two men armed with butcher knives-
at 4 clock In the morning

Attacked His Assailants
Murphy sleeping on the first

floor of tho building awakened
when the men forced the door open He
Jumped from the bed on which he was
sleeping and attacked the men

When the Intruders hoard assistance
coming they struck Murphy with
knife Inflicting a serious wound and
fled

Foreman Shoots Teamster
The second attempted murder occur

red this afternoon when William
secretary and treasurer of the Coal

Teamsters Union was shot in the leg
by a Laurence Ready a barn foreman
for the Ready Collaghan Company
against whom one faction of the exca-
vating teamsters called a strike This
second assault caused a riot

DISCUSS STATEHOOD BILL
AT THE WHITE HOUSE-

Four of the strongest supporters of
the Statehood bill in the Senate were at
the White House yesterday for the
purpose of conferring with the President
about the situation of that measure

The friends of the bill now feel that
there Is grave danger of the defeat of
the Administrations plans

MAGNATE SCHWAB DROPS
200000 ON MAY WHEAT

CHICAGO Ill March M
Schwab tlic Stool trust man has
dropped 2100000 lu the Chicago wheat
pitHo was i i nH on wheat and accu
mulated a line of May option in
the hope that crop scares would help
him out

The market has gone almost steadily
against him from 90 cents down to TS
cents crop scares failing to materialize

Fine for Rent
In the r jriullifling facingavenge between Thirteenth

ftra ts For rates and
Information to A Marks ofr

Washington Times
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the hill much better with
ment than they would without it out
they dont think it ie Just the right sort
of amendment

The Kaox court review amendment
looks about right to them but the

i said to have rejected it on the
ground that it was too involved and as
some of his advisers thought liable to
too many different construction

Work Undone
Senator Knoxs work was turned over

to Attorney General Moody for his ex
oert opinion and when he was done
with it its own father was scarcely
able to recognize it The amended form
salted the President much better and
Senator Knox i said to have been de
eidedly displeased

The proposal to trade a bit was heard
by the President and then rejected
He explained according to stories of
Beoole who have been fn a position tt
know something of Use details that he
wasnt to do any trading

wanted the treats ratified and he
wanted the rate bill passed in the best
possfMe form But he wouldnt trade
Each Administration measure must
stand on its own bottom and if any of
them failed he would take his full share
of responsibility

INSINUATES WIFE ALMOST

Sensational Statement of Witness in
Trial of Physician Charged With

Poisoning His Wife

GRBBNSBORO K C March
pert msfiieal testimony was offered to
day with a view to proving that Dr
J B Matthews who is alleged to have
poinsoned his wife last December is
insane

Dr J B Gorman of Asheville but
formerly of Richmond Va says that
Matthews has been of unsound mind
for years he haying tried to
kill himself that long ago

His aberation the witness said had
been accentuated perhaps by his men-
tal troubles and excessive use of drugs

Dr Gorman created somewhat of a
sensation by exclaiming dramatically

If the prisoner Is not crazy he
ought to be since his wife was bad
enough to drive any selfrespecting man
out of Ids

Matthews was arrested December 1

last for causing his wifes death by
injecting strychnine into her veins

praying at bedside
The case which has been on trial four

days will probably go to the jury on
Thursday next

SECRET SUBPOENAS NOW

Affairs of Defunct Chicago National
Bank to Be Further Investigated-

by Commissioner

CHICAGO March 3 Several subpoe
one issued at the Instance of As-
sistant U S Attorney today In
the John R Walsh case which comes
before United States Commissioner
Mark A Foote next Saturday The

were Issued by the commis
sioner and the strictest secrecy was

as to whom was cited as
witnesses Other arrests may follow

Further preparations for the
gation of the affairs of the defunct
cago National Bank before the April
Federal grand jury were begun today

The attorneys for Walsh were closeted-
in conference with the exbanker sev
eral hours today The subject under
consideration was whether tho former
bank president would waive examination
before Foote or fight the charges in the
preliminary hearing

It was announced today that the en-
tire railroad holdings of Walsh had been
disposed of within a few hours before
the arrest of the former banker and
that the Government delayed action at
the Instance of the clearing until
the transaction was completed

Those who are ha case
that conspiracy to loot the bank

be
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SWEEPS HUNDREDS

Property

BARK REPORTED SUNK

Official Buildings in Ruins
Property Loss Half

Million

SAN FRANCISCO March 3 News ofa frightful cyclone and tidal wave which
the Paumotu group of the

Society Islands on the night of February 7 reached here today on the ar-
rival of the mail liner Mariposa OnK
partial returns had been received when
the Maripose sailed from Papete bu
according to current reports the loss of
life will run Into the hundreds

Property Loss Half Million
About Tahiti proper the property loss

will amount to than half a mil
lion dollars On the Island of Maria agreat tidal wave swept almost every
thing away The loss sustained by ship
ping is not known A German barkthought to have foundered with all on
board The German gunboat Zaley hasbeen dispatched with aid for the suff-ers on the various islands

Official Buildings Destroyed-
In Tahiti the customs house postoffiee and other buildings together withdwellings were destroyed It Js sailthat a largo part of the inhabitants are

threatened with starvation

Society Islanders
Related to Hawaiians

The Society Islands are French pos
seeeioiie in the South Pacific in thePolynesian group They He between Isand 18 degrees south latitude and aboutmiles directly south of the Hagroup They are at the westerend of the broader of two bands or isAnd that constitute the southchain and about SC9 miles aknos drectly west of Colombia the coast f fwhich was washed by a tidal wave
three weeks ago

Population About 16300
The area of the Society Island Isabout G3e square miles and theirlation about 16800 The principalisland Is Tahiti and on it is now afairly large colony of Americans andEuropeans principally French BesidesEimeo and other lesser islands of theWindward group they include RalateaBoraBora Tubai Huahlne LordHowe and a score Of other smallerislands
The archipelago was discfvered byQuince the Spanish in 1606and was visited by Lord Wall

and by Captain Cook who went thereon his first great voyage In 1769 to observe the transit of Venus
A French protectorate was declaredover the islands in 1S48 but It was nottill 1SSO that the Windward group wasformally annexed followed by the Leiward group in ISgS
The natives are Polynesians closely

related centuries ago with the Ha-
waiian natives

Papeiti is the capital of Tahiti andFrench Oceania and is the largest
town Tahiti contains scarcely more
than 1Q 0 persons not more than l00i
of whom are white

Not Shopping in Islands
Every or so the rumor Is sprung

that the United States is negotiating
for the Society Islands In December
the French mail steamer that plies be
tween Tahiti and San Francisco brougb
the report that the islands were abow
to pass into American hands and there
was much rejoicing in consequence even
among the French residents Secretary
Root when questioned by a Times reporter said it was without foundation
and stated that the United States was
doing no Christmas shopping in islands

CZAR PROMISES PEOPLE-
TO STAND BY REFORMS-

ST PETERSBURG March 4It is
generally admitted that in a statement
made Saturday to a delegation that
called upon the Czar to declare
absolute loyalty Nicholas has made a
direct bid for peace within the kingdom
The delegation wns received In public
audience anti after ordinary speeches
the Czar said

I want to you and through
you all of tho people of the empire that
the reforms proclaimed by me In mv
manifesto of October 17 will surely bp
executed in their entirety The privi-
leges granted by me to my subjects as a
whole can never be withdrawn As for
my autocracy that of course remains-
as It always has been

WOULDBE BRIDEGROOMS
PARENT CLAIMS REMAINS-

Two telegrams were received last
night by Captain Boardman from James-
L Woodson of Rockflsh Va

he young man who left that town
Tprsday with Miss Lola Small In
tire first dispatch the parent asked to
b furnished with the initials of the man
Wfho was asphyxiated by gas In the
Benton Hotel 31S C street nrohtwest
Upon receipt of the full name of the
young man the father asked that the

bo over to an under-
taker and to Rockfish tar
JzSterment

father asked that Miss
home to Rookfish on the earn

as
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